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The President: Dr. Dowling, you showed a case of blastomycosis to the Section? Dr. Dowling: That was a case of blastomycetic dermatitis of Gilchrist who eventually died of systemic blastomycosis. The primary cutaneous lesions were indolent-looking discoid granulomata, covered with little papillomatous excrescences from the interstices of which little beads of pus could be expressed.
The President: I remember one case which I diagnosed as blastomycosis about twenty years ago, which cleared up with treatment.
.Dr. Whittle: Did these cases contract their condition in this country or elsewhere?
A Member: I have heard of a case recently diagnosed which looked like an animal ringworm. It was a tumour with an inflammatory area over the back of one hand, covered with intradermal pustules. It was claimed that a culture had been grown.
Dr. Dowling: I have recently seen another case of blastomycosis from the Middle East. It was a flat granuloma with numerous small sinus-like openings from which pus could be expressed but without any warty excrescences. The diagnosis was made and confirmed in the laboratory by Air Commodore Morton. The patient was treated successfully by excision and skin graft.
The President: My case occurred about twenty years ago. I do not think he had ever been treated. It was soon after Dr. Dowling had shown his case. I inquired whether my patient had anything to do with opening packing cases from America, but he had not.
W. S., married woman, aged 36. A clerk. There is a two years' history of recurrent eruption on the thighs, consisting of large, bright red rings on the anterior aspect of the thighs with slight scaling; and a cluster of vesicles on the right sole. The skin trouble starts in February or March of each year and persists until the autumn. When first she was seen (6.9.44) the rings were 4 in. or more across. 6.9.44: Scales and scrapings taken from the rings showed nio fungus after long search; also scales from early follicular lesions showed Ino fungus. However, the roofs of the vesicles on the foot showed abundant fungus with rather stout curly hyphae, breaking up into arthrospores and showing branching (see fig.) . Cultures have remained sterile. The lesions reappeared in February 1945, and she now (5.3.45) shows a ring 1 in. diameter on the left thigh near the hip; another early, cedematous, lesion on the outside of the left thigh; a third small ring on the left shoulder; and a fourth ring starting on the -right thigh. There are also a few healing vesicles on the outer side of the right sole.
She notices that her scalp has again become scurfy, and she states that it usually does so about the same time as the rings and vesicles appear. 12.3.45: Scales taken from the rings again show no fungus. The roofs of the vesicles on the right sole show abundant -fungus as before. 
